Oral-surgeon-reported incidence of complications related to simple extractions in adults.
This study examined the incidence of complications related to simple forceps extractions in male and female adults. A total of 413 patients (156 young adults, 150 middle-aged, and 107 older adults) presenting for extraction in the practices of 20 privately practicing oral surgeons was followed prospectively for a 30-day period. A total of 74 patients had complications. No age differences were found in the incidence of operative or postoperative complications. Reasons for extraction, number of teeth extracted, or the time required for extraction did not vary among the age groups. Oral surgeons were more likely to prescribe postoperative analgesic medications to patients already on medications. Tendency to prescribe analgesic medications was unrelated to patient age. Results indicate that among community-dwelling adults, age is not a risk factor for complications resulting from simple extractions.